58.   TELEGRAM TO DRUMMOND CHAPLIN AND OTHERS

[PHCENIX,

May 24, 1913]^

DRUMMOND CHAPUN
PATRICK DUNCAN
SIR DAVID HUNTER
THEO SCHREINER
RIGHT HON'BLE MERRIMAN
MORRIS ALEXANDER
PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CAPE TOWN

MINISTER'S STATEMENT INDIANS DEMAND LEGAL RE-
COGNITION POLYGAMY WRONG STOP INDIANS DEMAND
ONLY LEGAL RECOGNITION NON-CHRISTIAN INDIAN MAR-
RIAGES CELEBRATED INDIA OR SOUTH AFRICA STOP AP-
POINTMENT MARRIAGE OFFICERS CAN ONLY MEET CASES
FUTURE MARRIAGES AND THEN ONLY MARRIAGES CELE-
BRATED SOUTH AFRICA STOP TRANSVAAL MARRIAGE
LAW 1871 SPECIALLY RECOGNIZES ALL EUROPEAN MAR-
RIAGES CELEBRATED EUROPE NO MATTER WHAT FORM
STOP SIMILAR PROVISION FOR INDIAN MARRIAGES WOULD
MEET CASE STOP DRAW ATTENTION ALSO FACT AMEND-
MENTS CARRIED COMMITTEE DO NOT INCLUDE PRO-
TECTION RIGHTS ENTER CAPE OF INDIANS BORN SOUTH
AFRICA UNDER SECTION 4 SUB-SECTION V PARA CA*
CAPE ACT 30 OF 1906 STOP NOR DO THEY
SOLVE FREE STATE DIFFICULTY THEORETICAL RIGHT
STOP SUBMIT THAT IF EXISTING RIGHTS DISTURBED OR
FREE STATE AND MARRIAGE DIFFICULTY LEFT UNSOLVED
PASSIVE RESISTANCE CERTAINTY.2

From a photostat of the handwritten draft: S* N. 5784

1 The draft is undated. It, however, appears from the telegram dated May
24 addressed to Marshall Campbell, vide the following item, that this was also
sent the same day.

2 In reply to this, Patrick Duncan sent the following telegram on May
26: "Your telegram.   Difficult to see how to avoid recognition polygamous
marriages if legal recognition granted Indian non-Christian marriages."